


At this time of year, it seems 
appropriate to consider not 
only developments over the 
past twelve months but to look 
forward to what is anticipated in 
the new year.  First, let’s look to 
the future.  Several programs and 
publications — continuing and 
new — are planned for the fi rst 
half of 2017.  The 2017 Silverman 
Lecture series will center on the 
topic of appointments from the 

Cabinet to the Supreme Court.  While this practice has 
become less common in recent years, several Justices had 
served in the Cabinet before joining the Court, such as Chief 
Justice Salmon P. Chase, who served as President Lincoln’s 
Secretary of the Treasury, and Chief Justices Marshall and 
Jay, both of whom served as Secretary of State.  A complete 
schedule of topics and dates for these lectures will appear in 
the next issue of the Quarterly.  

I am pleased to announce that the Society will join with the 
Women’s Bar Association of Washington, DC to present the 
2017 Frank C. Jones Reenactment.  The case to be reenacted 
(really, re-envisioned, as the advocates create with their own 
arguments) is the landmark case Goesaert v. Cleary.  In 
Goesaert, two female bartenders from the State of Michigan 
challenged a law that prevented a woman from obtaining a 
license to tend bar unless her father or husband owned the 
saloon.  After their petition was denied at the state court 
level, they were successful in obtaining a favorable ruling 
from the Supreme Court.  The reenactments are always very 
popular, so I encourage you to make a reservation when your 
invitation arrives by mail or email in the Spring.

The Society’s publications and teacher training programs 
continue to be well-received and reviewed, and we look 
forward to pursuing those activities — and developing new 
and diff erent ones —as circumstances allow. Membership 
is of vital importance to the success of the Society, and we 
are grateful to Robert Anello, National Membership Chair, 
and his dedicated State Chairs for their eff orts to spread 
awareness of and participation in the Society.  In the next 
issue of the Quarterly, there will be a list of those who are 
engaged in these eff orts currently so that you will be aware 
of chairs working in your area.

Recent weeks have seen signifi cant development of the 
multimedia component of the Society’s website, www.
supremecourthistory.org.  A large volume of new material 
has been added.  The website organizes the video content 
and showcases video interviews and Society lectures taped 
by C-SPAN.  We will soon off er more podcast style content, 

which is being uploaded to the site as it is developed.  The 
website also features an audio component that allows users 
to listen to content when they cannot access the video.  
Clare Cushman, our Director of Publications, is recording 
introductions and adding content to highlight our events, 
speakers, lecturers and authors.  Please take the opportunity 
to visit the site frequently to see what has changed and been 
added and avail yourself of this material.

Looking back, on a sad note, the last quarter of the year 
brought the loss of a titan of the Supreme Court bar and a 
long-time Offi  cer and Trustee of the Society, E. Barrett 
Prettyman, Jr.  Mr. Prettyman had been involved with the 
work of the Society since the early 1980s.  He served as 
Chair of the Publications Committee, as a Trustee and as a 
Vice President and a Vice President Emeritus.  Mr. Prettyman 
practiced law at the distinguished fi rm of Hogan & Hartson 
(now Hogan Lovells), where he established the fi rm’s 
appellate practice.  During his long and acclaimed career, 
he clerked for multiple Justices and argued 19 cases before 
the Supreme Court.  His work at the Hogan fi rm brought 
him into close association with another distinguished, 
then-young, lawyer, John G. Roberts, Jr., who became a 
leading Supreme Court advocate before his ascension to 
the Bench.  When the Society took on the Summer Institute 
for Teachers, Mr. Prettyman urged the future Chief Justice 
Roberts to participate, and for many years he provided 
insightful and incisive instruction to the teachers about the 
role of advocates before the Supreme Court.  (Even after he 
was appointed to the United States Court of Appeals for the 
D.C. Circuit, then-Judge Roberts taught this session.  Since 
his appointment to the Supreme Court, the Chief Justice has 
graciously sponsored a reception for program participants 
each year.)  Mr. Prettyman’s contributions to the Society 
extended well-beyond introducing the Chief Justice to the 
Society, and he was a valued and important contributor and 
participant. He was a paradigmatic example of the volunteer 
commitment and enthusiasm that have helped to make the 
Society successful.

On behalf of my fellow Offi  cers and Trustees of the 
Society, I would like to thank you for your continuing support.  
We are grateful for your participation and encourage you to 
attend programs whenever possible, to avail yourself of the 
many resources available on the website, and to utilize our 
outstanding publications. We remain committed to working 
to increase understanding of, and scholarship about, the 
Supreme Court of the United States and encourage you to 
support the Society to the extent your circumstances allow.  
Together we look forward to a new year of successful and 
rewarding work.
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Society Trustee Frank B. Gilbert and his wife Ann Gil-
bert recently donated several signifi cant items related to the 
legal career of Justice Louis D. Brandeis. Mr. Gilbert is the 
grandson of Justice Brandeis, and these items have been in 
the family for nearly 100 years. This generous gift included 
three items directly related to his practice of law prior to be-
ing appointed to the Supreme Court. 

The fi rst item is Brandeis’ personal printed copy of the 
brief he submitted in the major case Muller v. Oregon. The 
cover of the paper document reads: “Curt Muller, Plaintiff  
in Error v. State of Oregon. Supreme Court of the United 
States, October Term 1907.” Brandeis was a young lawyer 
at the time he argued this case which concerned the ability of 
the State to impose limitations on the hours worked by wom-
en. The case proved to be a watershed moment in Brandeis’ 
career, greatly enhancing his reputation, and is one of the 
cases most closely associated with Brandeis as a lawyer.

The second item is Brandeis’ personal copy of the Re-

vised Rules of the Supreme Court of the United States Ad-
opted June 8, 1925 and bears his signature. 

The third item is Brandeis’ copy of Rules of the Supreme 
Court of the United States Adopted January 7, 1884, and the 
Rules of Practice for the Circuit and District Courts of the 
United States in Equity and Admiralty Cases, and Orders in 
Reference to Appeals from Court of Claims. The booklet was 
printed by the Government Printing Offi  ce, Washington,D.C. 
in 1901. The publication also bears Brandeis’ signature.

The Offi  ce of the Curator prepared an exhibit case which 
featured these pamphlets, along with a photograph of Justice 
Brandeis and information about the materials. The case was 
displayed on the Ground Floor of the Court for visitors to 
enjoy prior to the Brandeis Lecture on October 19, 2016. 
These three important items donated by the Gilberts are now 
a part of the Society’s permanent collection and will be ex-
hibited on occasion by the Curator for the enrichment of the 
thousands of visitors to the Court Building.
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Presidential appointments to the Supreme Court Bench are always the subject of great attention and interest, especially 
in an election year. This quiz presents questions about Presidents who crossed party lines to make nominations, made 
appointments from their own cabinets, and individuals they nominated who had held elective offi  ce in their own right. 
See how many you can answer correctly.

1. Who was the fi rst President to appoint a Chief Justice from another political party?
2. And who was the last?
3. Who was the fi rst President to appoint a member of his own Cabinet?
4.And who was the last?
5 Who was the fi rst President to appoint a Justice who had held elective offi  ce?
6.And who was the last?
7. Who was the fi rst President to appoint a sitting Solicitor General?
8. And who was the last?
9. Who was the fi rst Democrat to appoint a Republican to the Court?
10. And who was the last Republican to appoint a Democrat to the Court?

Answers can be found on page 5.


