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Amid great fanfare, they were moved in an armored troop
carrier preceded and followed by tanks and members of the
armed services.

At the National Archives, the documents were placed in
a fireproof, bomb-proof vault some 20 feet below the Exhi-
bition Hall. In addition, three truckloads of material consist-
ing of papers from the Continental Congress and records of
the Constitutional Convention were also transferred to the
National Archives. Still, the Library was not left shorn. It
retained the personal papers of Franklin and Hamilton and
the papers of 23 presidents beginning with Washington.

Above all, the Library kept the third crown jewel after
the Declaration and the Constitution: Jefferson’s “rough draft”
of the Declaration of Independence. Less well known than
the engrossed copy with all its signatures from Button
Gwinnett to John Hancock, the draft with its corrections and
amendments by Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin
Franklin gives us a sense of immediacy and much insight
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into the minds of its authors, something lacking in the final
document.

The transfer to the National Archives had been envisioned
20 years earlier. When President Hoover laid the corner
stone in 1933, he expressed a wish that the building woul
house the basic charters of America, In 1934, its Archivist,
Robert D. W. Connor, wrote to the Library of Congress that
architect John Russell Pope had designed a shrine for the
Declaration and the Constitution “in the exhibition hall... and
this fact seems to have confirmed in the public mind the as-
sumption that they will be placed there.”

While the transfer was conducted with respectful cer-
emony, the loss of the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution was felt deeply by the Library of Congress.
Negotiations between the Library and the Archives had gone
on for months. Librarian of Congress Luther Evans and Ar-
chivist Wayne C. Grover were on a “Dear Luther” and “Dear
Grover” basis. Nevertheless, the poems they sent each other
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Constitution Day ceremonies a th Library of Congress. Left to right: Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Congess Eerlus; Luthy
H. Evans, Librarian of Congress; Chief Justice Fred M. Vinson; Senator Theodor Francis Green (D-RI), Chairman of the Joii~

Committee on the Library; President Harry S Truman, with th first page of the
States. The dignitaries are preparing to place the document in a glass frame to preserve it from deterioration. September 7@

1951.
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ACQUISITION OF THE WILL

By Matthew Hofstedl,

with contributions by Sumpter

A card table originally owned by one of the most famous
Pitigants before the Supreme Court, William Marbury (1762-

. ‘ 1835), has recently been added to the Collection of the Su-

preme Court through the Supreme Court Historical Society.
Made around the year 1795, the table is attributed by Alex-
andria, Virginia, antiques dealer Sumpter Priddy III, Inc. to
the Baltimore workshop of Bankson and Lawson. The table
descended in the Marbury family until it was recently offered
for sale through Priddy, who contacted the Court’s acting
Curator, Catherine Fitts. After consultation with the Society’s
Acquisitions Committee, funds for the purchase were donated
to the Society in memory of the late S. Howard Goldman by
his wife, Dorothy Tapper Goldman, and his son, James
Goldman.

The handsome table embodies the clean, classic lines of
the Federal style, but includes intricate inlays for its decora-
tion. Bell flowers - synonymous with Baltimore furniture of
the period - adorn each front leg, and stylized floral motifs
are contained within ovals on either side of a single drawer
that retains its original brass pulls. The hinged tabletop, usu-
ally kept in the closed position, is inlaid with a simple deco-
ration on its exposed surface that subtly compliments the so-
phisticated design. When a larger surface is desired, the back
left leg swings out to provide support for the full tabletop.

he table survives in excellent condition with no evidence of
ior restoration. It retains a fine, old, refinished surface, a

‘ testament to the care provided by Marbury’s descendants for

over a century and a half.

The cabinetmakers, John Bankson and Richard Lawson,
were among the first and foremost mid-Atlantic region firms
to engage in the large-scale production of high-style British
neoclassical forms. Lawson, an English émigré who had
trained in the premiere London firm of Seddon and Sons,
introduced progressive continental design to the Baltimore
market, including such technically demanding forms as the
serpentine sideboard and the cylinder desk.

The exact date when William Marbury acquired the table
is unknown, but it was most likely during the period when he
was living in Annapolis, Maryland, serving as Agent for the
state. By 1799, Marbury had moved to Georgetown to work
as a purchasing officer for the U. S. Navy and became in-
volved with the construction of the Washington Navy Yard.
In 1800, the Navy Department moved to Washington from
Philadelphia with the federal government, and Marbury was
tasked with setting up the Department’s new office. The same
year, he purchased a home in Georgetown located on M Street,
near Key Bridge, that survives today as the Forrest-Marbury
House and is part of the Ukranian Embassy.

Soon after taking up residence on M Street, Marbury be-

.\me involved in one of the most important Supreme Court
Pases in history: Marbury v. Madison. Marbury was one of

.outgoing President John Adams’ “midnight judges,” appointed

ko become a justice of the peace in the District of Columbia.

IAM MARBURY CARD TABLE
ociate Curator
Priddy Il and Elaine Bachmann

When President Thomas Jefferson took office, Marbury’s
commission was among those that were not delivered. Along
with three other men, Dennis Ramsey, Robert Townsend Hooe
and William Harper, Marbury petitioned the Supreme Court
for a writ of mandamus ordering the Secretary of State, James
Madison, to deliver the commissions.

Due to delays caused by the swirling political climate of
the time, the petition, lodged in February 1801, was not de-
cided by the Supreme Court until February 1803. In the de-
cision, Chief Justice John Marshall, writing for the Court,
declared that although Marbury and his fellow petitioners had
a legitimate case before the Court, the writ requested could
not be issued because the power to issue such an order, granted
by Congress in the Judiciary Act of 1789, was unconstitu-
tional. In doing so, Marshall formalized the Court’s power
of judicial review.
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The Marbury card table has been placed in the John
Marshall Dining Room, adjacent to the Justices” Dining Room
in the Supreme Court building. Viewing the table today, it is
not too hard to imagine Marbury and his friends discussing
the case while playing cards at the table in his Georgetown
home. It will be included in an upcoming exhibition orga-
nized by the Office of the Curator focusing on cases in the
early years of the Marshall Court, including Marbury v. Madi-
son, scheduled to open in early 2003.

*Mr. Hofstedt is the newly appointed Associate Curator
of The Court.

Members who are aware of items of significant historical
importance to Supreme Court history are requested to contact
the Society’s Acquisition Committee in care of the Executive
Offices. Donations are welcome, but some funds are available
for purchase of items with unique connections to the Court
and the individuals who have served thereon, or played a
significant role in its history. Please write or telephone the
offices if you know of a significant item.

WANTED

In the interest of preserving the valuable history of
the highest court, The Supreme Court Historical
Society would like to locate persons who might be
able to assist the Society’s Acquisitions Committee.
The Society is endeavoring to acquire artifacts,
memorabilia, literature and any other materials re-
lated to the history of the Court and its members.
These items are often used in exhibits by the Court
Curator’s Office. If any of our members, or others,
have anything they would care to share with us,
please contact the Acquisition’s Committee at the
Society’s headquarters, 224 East Capitol Street, N.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20003 or call (202) 543-0400.
Donations to the Acquisitions fund would be wel-
comed. You may also reach the Society through its
website at www.supremecourthistory.org.
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barely mask an underlying bitterness. From the Librarian:

There was an archivist named Grover

Who dared say Luther move over.

For protecting the Declaration and the Constitution,
I have a permanent, a wonderful solution

Take them from poverty and put them in clover.

There was an institution strong and rich

Whose head had an unaccountable itch

And a desire everything to take over.

Everyman remembers that his name was Grover,
An unalloyed, two-fisted tough son of a bitch.

Mr. Grover replied:

I have read your effusions;

I bleed with remorse.

No further contusions

Will come from this source
But to label us “rich”

Is outright deception.

Better limit the pitch

To unimmaculate conception.

There is a magnificent view of the Capitol from the West
Corridor windows of the Library’s Great Hall at the spot where
the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution were
once displayed. Visitors still walk through the marble hall
and look at murals, quotations from the classics, and trade-
marks of the printers who followed Gutenberg. However, on
the inlaid tile floor, there is no indication that a massive marble
display case once rested there. Nothing remains, not even a
placard to record that America’s founding documents had for
thirty-one years been protected and preserved by the Library
of Congress.
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Note:

Source material for this paper may be found in the Li-
brary of Congress Archives in the Manuscript Reading Room.
The collections of MacLeish-Evans contain extensive cor
spondence concerning the Declaration and the Constituti
See boxes 420, 733-735, 783-787. See also the papers o;

David C. Mearns, box 74. Papers of the Keeper of Collec- .

tions, boxes 14, 21, 30-46 are exhaustive for the evacuation
of the Library s collections during WorldWar 11.

1. There are five known copies in Lincoln’s handwriting. The President
gave the copy generally considered the “First Draft” to his private secretary,
John G. Nicolay. The “Second Draft” was given to his other secretary,
John Hay. It is believed that the Nicolay copy was the text the President
read. However, some historians dispute this. On Nicolay’s death, his capy
was given to Hay. On April 11, 1916, Hay's descendants presented both
documents to the Library of Congress. Lincoln wrote the other three copies
1o be sold for charitable purposes. The only copy bearing a date and the
President’s signature is in the Lincoln Room of the White House.
2. Verner W. Clapp’s assignment as caretaker of the Declaration of
Independence during World War I1 and his involvement in its restoration
are described in his “The Declaration of Independence: A Case Study in
Preservation,” Special Libraries (December 1971): 503-508.
3. For a brief history of the Constitution’s various locations see: David C.
Mearns and Verner W. Clapp: The Constitution of the United States Together
with an Account of its Travels since September 17, 1787 (Washington: The
Library of Congress, 1952)
4. In 1999, conservators at the National Archives and Records
Administration removed the Declaration of Independence and the
i from their 1951 Earlier, the glass envelopes
were seen to have deteriorated, resulting in the formation of droplets and
crystals. Following preservation treatments, both Charters of Freedom will
soon be enclosed in titanium and aluminum casings for public wewi’
when Rotunda renovations are completed in 2003,

*Kurt S. Maier i

zing in Germanic History and Literature.

s a research librarian at the Library 0/.

New Memberships April1, 2002 through June 30, 2002

Alabama
Deborah Dolleen Anderson, Foley

laska
. . Pamela J. Orme, Eagle River

Arizona
Athia Hardt, Phoenix
Deborah L. Siroky, Mesa

Arkansas
Deborah Knowles, Vilonia
G. Alan Wooten, Fort Smith

California

ADSLA, Keene

Laurie K. Allread, Carson

Paul J. Barba, Tustin

David Berstein, South Coast Metro

Sean Catanese, Los Gatos

Raymond Coates, Burlingame

Robert Dawson, Los Angeles

Alfred T. Goodwin, Pasadena

Michael Hackman, Encino

Janet Lipson, Long Beach

H. L. (Mike) McCormick, Costa Mesa

Lisa Mowry, Davis

Angela Ramirez, Pleasanton

Billy A. Robbins, Los Angeles

Bonnie H. Taylor, Berkley

Terry R. Turner, San Francisco

Mary-Ellen White-Vondran, Los Altos

radley B. Williams, Pasadena
*rham Williams, Orange
andy Scott Wong, Encino

. Michael F. Wright, Los Angeles

Colorado

Jason C. Barnes, Denver
David L. Erickson, Denver
Barbara D. Figg, Arvada
Colleen O'Brien, Denver
Rachel Stutzman, Denver
John Zola, Boulder

Connecticut
Ronald E. Brown, Fairfield
Richard J. Walter, Stonington

Delaware
Rhonda Alexis Wood Sanders,
Smyma

District of Columbia
Wayne C. Beyer
Jeremiah S. Buckley
Peter J. Carney
Lovida H. Coleman
William R. Ellis Jr.
Anne Folan
Nancy A. Healy
Jamelle McCampbell
Stephen M. McNabb

lavarro Pulley

‘chard Samp

Jim Slattery

arbara Timmer

. Peter Urbanowicz

Florida

Michael Cardy, Jacksonville
Agnes J. Carswell, Hollywood
Lawrence A. Jacobs, Sarasota
Sherry M. Johnson, Titusville
Aubrey Posey, Naples

Sally M. Richardson, Miami
Linda S. Smith, Clearwater
Jim Tolpin, Miami

Denise Welter, Pembroke Pine

Georgia

Fred Bentley Sr., Kennesaw
Walter Driver Jr., Atlanta
John Enright, Powder Springs
Michael N. Loebl, Augusta
Thomas Rodgers, Atlanta
Michael C. Russ, Atlanta

Illinois

Hugh B. Arnald, Chicago
Christopher Busse, Belleville
James T. Hicks, Oak Brook
Charles Jones, Chicago
Jeanne Polk Barr, Chicago
Mindee Wasserman, Chicago

Kansas
Richard C. Hite, Wichita

Kentucky
Susan B. Daniel, Florence

Maryland

Michael Fried, Potomac

R. Wayne Newsome, Glenwood
Bruce C. Spizler, Baltimore

Massachusetts

Gabriel Daly, Newton

Peter Christopher Di Orio, Quincy
Carla Salvucci, Watertown

Michigan

Thomas W. Cranmer, Bloomfield Hills
Ron Jacobs, Spring Lake

Peggy D. Marko, Fenton

Minnesota

Alan M. Anderson, Minneapolis
Amy Berquist, Minneapolis
Wendy Lynn Wolfe, St. Paul

Nevada
Milton Hyams, Incline Village

New Jersey

Kathy Balin, Ocean City

Paul Beverly, Wayne

Dennis A. Cipriano, W. Orange
Jarrod Cofrancesco, Sparta
Lynne D. Feldman, Upper Saddle River
David C. Flocco, Montclair
Rachel Furman, Short Hills
John Wood Goldsack, Plainfield
Evan Robbins, Verona

Taryn V. Shelton, Montclair
Harry L. Thomas, Medford
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Dacque E. Tirado, Highstown
Jessica Wang, Roselle

Mary Elizabeth Winsor, Fanwood
Joseph Wise, Basking Ridge

Peter Alexander Wood, Williamstown

New Mexico
Stephen M. Part, Albuquerque
Andrew G. Schultz, Albuquerque

New York

David L. Barrack, New York

Brian P. Crosby, Buffalo

James K. Dreyfus, New York

Alonzo Heidt Hudkins 1V, Franklinville

Arnold D. Mansdorf, Hastings on
Hudson

Timothy J. Mayopoulos, Harrison

William J, McSherry Jr., New York

Eric Neutuch, Brooklyn

Jenny Park, New York

Frank Scaturro, New Hyde Park

North Carolina

Ashley Brent Gulledge, Charlotte
Mark W. Merritt, Charlotte
Jerrod J. Rose, Clayton

North Dakota
Christine Hogan, Bismarck

Ohia

Stephen J. Brewer, Cinncinnati
Gabrielle Downey, Cincinnati
James Irwin, Fairfield

Shawn Judge, Powell

Lee Lazar, Solon

Donald C. Wright, Dayton

Oklahoma
Robert Clymer, Oklahoma City
Kelsie Sullivan, Norman

Oregon
Gerrit Koepping, Portland

Pennsylvania

Edward L. Baxter, Philadelphia
Matthew W. Delfert, Holtwood
David M. Hall, Warrington

C. Clark Hodgon Jr., Philadelphia
Marcy A. Morris, Reading

Joseph P. Selfridge, Glenolden
Kenneth M. Weidaw I1l, McMurray
Terrence D. Wright, Pittsburgh

Rhode Island
George Miles, Bristol

South Carolina
Jeff Bouerman, Hilton Head

Tennessee

Pamela E. Herron, Maryville
Robert W. Musser Jr., Nashville
Erika Sugarmon, Memphis



