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Society Holds Sixth Annual Meeting 
On May 18th, the Society held its Sixth Annual 

Meeting at the Supreme Court in Washington, D.C. By 
action of Linwood Holton, the Society's President, the 
entire day's events were held in memoriam to Eliza­
beth Hughes Gossett, the Society's Chairman, who 
died on April 25th. The annual lecture was presented 
by Professor George Haskins , Biddle Professor of Law 
at the University of Pennsylvania at 2:00 P.M. in the 
Restored Supreme Court chamber in the Capitol. A 

_ ru ll house heard Professor Haskins' scholarly and 
thought-provoking address on the Marshall Court's 
successful attempt to separate law from politics in the 
Court's decisions. 

At 6:00 P.M., the Board of Trustees held their 
annual meeting, and among other business elected the 
following individuals as new officers of the Society: 
Fred Vinson, Jr., Chairman; Alice O'Donnell, First 
Vice President; Frank Gilbert, David Lloyd Kreeger 
and Kenneth Rush, Vice Presidents; Virginia Warren 
Daly, Secretary; and P eter Knowles, Treasurer. Also 
elected by the Board to serve on the E)(ecutive Com­
mittee were Elizabeth Black, Ralph Becker, Charles 
Duncan, and Sol Linowitz. 

Following the meeting of the Trustees, the annual 
meeting of the general membership was called to 
order in the Supreme Court chamber. In his report to 
the Society, President Holton mentioned the renewed 
sense of commitment and enthusiasm which has influ­
enced the Society's attitude during the past year. As a 
result of a reexamination of the Society's purpose by 
the Board last fall , the Society has benefited from the 
clearer agenda of priorities and objectives. The Board 
has devoted considerable attention to the careful man­
agement of the Society's r esources, and has sought to 
improve and expand its programs during the year. Ie The President was pleased to announce that the 
Society sponsored a new project in November - the 
completion of a new Index of the Opinions of Supreme 
Court Just ices , and he reminded the membership of 
several other Society activities, including the ongoing 

Documentary History Project. 
President Holton also praised the Society's recent 

gains in membership , indicating a net growth of 
roughly ten percent \\;as anticipated by the end of the 
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Law Versus Politics: 
Haskins Presents Annual Lecture 

On May 18th, Professor George Haskins presented 
the Society's Annual lecture in the restored Supreme 
Court chamber of the United States Capitol. Haskins, 
who is the Biddle Professor of Law at the University of 
Pennsylvania. entitled his address "Law Versus Poli­
tics in the Early Years of the Marshall Court." 

As he stood on the very spot where Chief Justice 
John Marshall delivered many of his most famou s 
opinions, Professor Haskins reminded his listeners 
that Marshall's considerable accomplishments tend to 
obscure the very real difficulties confronting the 
Court during those early years. Beneath the apparent 
historical calm of the period, vibrant clashes of per­
sonality, constitutional attitudes, and political ideol­
ogies threatened both the Court's effectiveness and its 
very existence as an independent and coequal branch 
of the new federal government. 

Characterized as perhaps the "greatest judge in the 
language", Marshall served on the Court with other 
judges of proven abilities. Nevertheless, prior to 1801 
the Supreme Court had been little more than the titu­
lar head of the national judiciary, and had done little to 
presage its later preeminence. Indeed, to some, and 
perhaps most notably Chief Justice John Jay, the 
Court seemed destined to languish in relative obscur­
ity. But, Haskins stated, "under Marshall, the Court 
became the ultimate seat of federal judicial power, 
and more important, a firm-standing bulwark for a 
developing rule of law as distinct from the elusive and 
unpredictable accommodations to the executive and 

cont?'nued on page ten 



In Memoriam: Elizabeth Hughes Gossett 
(1907-1981) 

Elizabeth Hughes Gossett, the last surviving child 
of the late Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes, died 
on Saturday, April 25 in Detroit after a short illness. 
Born in the Governor's Mansion in Albany, New York 
in 1907, Mrs. Gossett was only three years old when 
her father was appointed by President Theodore 
Roosevelt to the Supreme Court as an Associate Jus­
t ice. In 1916, she experienced the excitement of her 
father's campaign against Woodrow Wilson for the 
presidency, and shared in the disappointment of his 
narrow defeat. 

E lizabeth Hughes returned with her family to 
Washington in 1921 when President Harding ap­
pointed her father Secretary of State. She attended the 
Madeira School in McLean, Virginia and majored in 
history at Barnard College in New York. After taking 
her degree in 1929, she married one of her father's 
former law clerks, William T . Gossett. A distinguished 
you ng attorney, her husband would become General 
Counsel to the Ford Motor Company, and serve as a 
President of the American Bar Association. 

In 1930, while her brother was serving as Solicitor 
General, her father was appointed Chief Justice of the 
United States by President Hoover. While Chief Jus­
tice, Hughes presided over the dedication of the 
Supreme Court building in 1932, and the first session 
of Court held in the new Courthouse in 1935. He 
retired from the bench in 1941, and died seven years 
later. 

Mrs. Gossett exhibited in her own life the same 
commitment to excellence and dedication to public 
service which had character ized her father's brilliant 
career. As her three children grew older, she increas­
ingly devoted her considerable energy and abilities to 
important civic projects. She served for many years as 
a trustee of Barnard College, and was Vice President 

Photo of Mrs. Gossett dedicating a plaque at her father's bir·th­
place as it appeared in The Post-Star of Glen Galls, New Yor'k on 
June 3,1976 , 
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of the founding trustees of Oakland University in 
Rochester, Michigan. Mrs, Gossett was a member of 
the Detroit Urban League, Vice-Chairman of the 
Trustees of the Merrill-Palmer Institute, and a board 
member of the Kingswood School of Cranbrook. 

But it was as a founder , President, and Chairman of 
the Board of the Supreme Court Historical Society 
that Mrs. Gossett was perhaps best known. As Mr. 
Justice Lewis F . Powell , Jr, has noted, she "inherited 
from her father a respect - almost a reverence - for 
the Supreme Court as an institution. She viewed the 
Court as the ultimate guardian of the liberties that 
Americans cherish." 

The following are excerpts from the tributes to 
Elizabeth Hughes Gossett delivered by Dean Lowell 
Eklund of Oakland University at a memorial service 
held on April 28 at Christ Church-Cranbrook, Bloom­
field Hills, Michigan , and by Chief Justice Warren E. 
Burger at the Annual Meeting of the Society on May 
18 in the Supreme Court, Washington, D.C. Said Dean 
Eklund: 

"1 stand her e ve1-y humbly aware of the awesom,e 
assignment that is mine to translate the deep em U"' ~ 
tions of the heart into the language of the mind in a .. 
meaningful way hopefully appropriate to the cir­
cumstances. 

On Saturday, Apri l 25, 1981 each one of uS was 
impoverished by the passing f1-om this lif e and our 
lives of Elizabeth Hughes Gossett. H er special -
almost unique - quaWy of intellect, wisdmn, quiet 
yet i?-resistible leadership; he?- Christian example 
of caring, of grace, and humanity all combined to 
render her a dominant fo rce fo r good and a noble 
inspiration for everyone of us here whose life she 
touched - often repeatedly - in especially signifi­
cant and helpful ways. This r emarkable woman 
-an even-eady ?'esource of wise counsel andlovmg 
1:nterest and support - we shall all miss deeply and 
longingly. 

We all have special memories of Elizabeth Gos­
sett. 1 twas fOT SO?1'/.e of us a great privilege to know, 
to lean'1. f1-om, and to love her, starting in the eaTly 
pioneer days of Oakland Unive1-sity some 23 year's 
ago when she gave so fr eely to that fl edgling, 
unproven 1'nstitution at a stage when for more con­
servative and less caring people i t was considered a 
personal and prof essional hazard too risky to 
assume un'th all out commitment. B ut Elizabeth 
Gossett was there, day after day, with her incom­
parable counsel and support. 

W e all know1.uell of the many outstanding cont?-i- • 
but7'ons El7:zabeth Gossett has made to her com?nun-
ity and her nation, A s one of the progeny of a d1:stin­
gU1'shed A men'can statesm,an and architect of our 
legal and g01'e1'11.mental structure, she acknowl­
edged and honored his em'inen t paterna l legacy 

Mr·s. Gossett r'elaxing at her' Bloomfield Hills, Michigan homc 
shortly after' hcr' election as President of the Society in the 
Spr'ing of 1975, 

It' illl a modes /y, dig111'ty and grace - th at H'e all had 
cm/sf' to ad1'lliTe and to ?·espect. 

As th e belo/led w?j'e of overfift!J memorable years 
of a d ist?'n!J1Iished and internat1'onally recogn,1'zed 
1a1l'yeT; she com plem,ented and shaTed 1:n a near­
pr'ofess ional 117 anner and role Ms 1l'1'delll accla imed 
status and 1'den tdy. 

A s a C01171JaSs1'onate and sensdn e l1'be?'twr'?'a11 she 
I/'as a champion of 6 1'1'Z rights in speech, l'n docu-
111c nl , and in ((ction, H erc1llt1.Lra l influence in mat­
teTs educat?'onal and dh-ectly in the mots 1'S em'­
denced 1'n her com.munity's unusual accompI1'sh­
ments and P?'og?-ess 'in these enl1:ghtened pm"suits, 
H er him-din ate 1'nte1'est 1'n 111:sto1'Y and law b?"ought 
tof1'1l'itio'l'l her O'Il'n concept?'on: Th e S up1-eme Com-t 
H 1'storica l Sodet!! which sh e founded and ledfm" 
ma II!! yean; as P1'esl:dent and Chai1"lnan of the 
BOQ1'd. 

H e1 ' arid pm'slcit of self-di1'ected scholarsh1'p and 
perpetual iUqln'I''lj rendeTed th e model of en light­
ened indi/'id1lal Te.c;ponsib1'W!Jfo?' selj-imp1"01'ement 
and pel'soual gT01l'th - th e essent?'al objecti l'e of 
education. 

Bllt mostly - and th1-01£gll i t all - we shall 
l'ell1 emhe'l' Elhabeth Go.c;sett fO T bein g a ve1"y spe­
ciaf, k1'nd and fOI '1' lIgfl'iend - the C0111mon p1'7'/"i­
fe(Jed bOlld we a f{ - af{ of w; in this mom - share so 
p;·01ld f.IJ alld gratefllll!J today - and tomorr'ow, 
an dfol' all th e t0Il101'1'OII'S to co me, . . , 

A lid 110/1' Wi each of 11.'; contemplates /n'.'; 01' heT 
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own tel"l'esh"ial l1/e ab 'ent of OUT dear friend, 
EUzabeth, ma!J we be consoled andfill OUr sense of 
emptiness by the ~vo?-ds of the philosopher who 
1U1'ot e: "Th e pW'pose of l1/e 1'S not to be happy; it is to 
be lIsefll l- to be hono'l'able - to be compassionate 
- it 1'S to matte1' - to have i t mak e some d1f.ference 
th at 'lve ha1. e l1'ved at all. " 

A?ld today we are lV1'tnesses to the tangi ble, glor-
1'OUS example of one who when among us emphati­
cq.,lly h.ad 1't mak e some d1/f eTence that she lived a.t 
a ll, A nd we are all of u.s - the benefic1:aries of her 
noble l1/ e . . .. " 

And Chief Justice Burger said: 

"When this Society evolved six yean ago from the 
H 1'stm-ical Advism"y Comrnittee, E l1:zabeth Hughes 
Gossett was called upon to be OUT fiTst Presi dent. 
She had literally '!J1'own up' in the SupTeme Cou'rt 
during heT f atheT's fint se1"vice as an Associat; 
J 'ustice, and later 1.1 hi le he was Chief Justice when 
she was a y01.Lng woman. 

She met, and late1' married, one of Chief J ustice 
H ughes' clerks, W i ll1:am T. Gossett, w ho became one 
of the disth1.guished leaders of 0'U1- pTofession and a 
leading mem,ber' of the B aT of this Court. 

H e?- ar6cle on herfatherr in the 1976 Yearbook of 
the Society, revealed not only her love and reverence 
for her' father', !rut her ?"eVeTence for this Court, and 
a keen undeTstanding of its place in American lif e, 

W e could not have found anyone bette?' suited to be 
the first President and one of the founders of this 
Soc'iety, She b1'ought to i ts w01'k the inhenud talent 
fOT leade?'ship w hich cha1'acte1"ized her dis tin­
guishedfatheT. She bro'u.ght a vastfiTst-hand knowl­
edge about the Cow,t from, the 21 years he?' father 
seTVed h.ere. She brough.t a glow of warmth, a zest 
and drive to all the act1'vities launched since the 
S ociety began. 

H e1- sudden passing has left a gap in 01.Lr Tanks 
and has tak en a ve1"y deaT f1-iend w hom all of us 
admiTed and loved. W e shall ?niss her sorely. " 

By action of the Board of Trustees, the Society has 
established the Elizabeth Hughes Gossett Memorial 
Fund for those who might wish to make a contribution 
to the Society in her memory. 
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Melville Weston Fuller: Eighth Chief Justice of the United States 

Born on February 11,1833, Melville Weston Fuller 
was the second son of Frederick A. Fuller and Cath­
erine Weston Fuller, of Augusta, Maine. His mother 
was the daughter of Nathan Weston, Jr., a justice on 
the Supreme Court of Maine. His father also came 
from a distinguished old New England family, his 
first American ancestor having been a signer of the 
Mayflower Compact. Frederick Fuller attended Dart­
mouth College, where he met and became friends with 
a classmate who would become one of the country's 
greatest lawyers, Daniel Webster. Like Webster, 
Fuller became a lawyer, and achieved a degree of 
prominence in his law practice in Augusta. 

Despite this heritage, Melville Fuller would scarcely 
benefit from his father's professional reputation and 
status. Shortly after his birth, his parents separated; 
his mother subsequently won a divorce from her hus­
band on the grounds of infidelity. She took custody of 
the two small boys, and returned to live with her par­
ents, giving piano lessons to help pay for her children's 
support. Frederick Fuller remarried in 1839 and had 
five children by his second wife. The obligati~ns of his 
new family left him either unable or unwilling to pro­
vide any substantial financial assistance to Melville or 
his brother. Financial insecurity and the social rami­
fications of a broken home were factors which signifi­
cantly affected young Fuller's early childhood. 

Fuller as he appear'ed at the time of his nomination as Chief 
Justice in 1888. 
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Politically, the Weston and Fuller families were 
Jacksonian democrats in an area where Federalists 
and Whigs were in the majority. Although the J ack­
sonians carried much ofthe country in the presidential 
electibn of 1832, they were still a minority viewed with 
disdain in conservative Federalist Maine. Political 
antipathy was probably responsible for a rift within 
the South Parish Congregational Church, which even­
tually forced Fuller's mother and her parents to resign 
their membership in the Church when Melville was 
seven. In 1839, Fuller's mother, grandparents and 
uncle, Daniel Weston, were brought before a parish 
tribunal to answer charges that they had permitted 
younger members of the parish to square dance at 
parties held in the Weston home. Although considered 
acceptable a generation earlier, dancing was now 
viewed as impious and improper behavior by the con­
servative congregation. Daniel Weston was excom­
municated for his role in undermining local morality; 
the others were persuaded to resign. Shortly there­
after, Fuller's family changed their affiliation to St. 
Mark's Episcopal Church in Augusta, Maine. 

Shame and ridicule were an inevitable result of 
Fuller's family situation. The political and religious 
intolerance of his neighbors taught young Fuller both 
the value of patient adherence to his own convictions, 
and a special sensitivity to the beliefs and problems of 
others. He developed an inner reserve and strength, 
and a stubborn perseverance which carried him 
through immediate difficulties. Thus, as ayoungman, 
Fuller had already acquired many of the characteris­
tics which would distinguish his professional career. 

At the age of 16, Fuller entered Bowdoin College in 
Brunswick, Maine. He received astrongclassical edu­
cation, and he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. His most 
notable achievement at Bowdoin was not to be revealed 
in public honors. however. but in the records of the 
college library. During hi s four years at BowdOIn. 
Fuller read more books in the library's 5.000 volume 
collection than any other student. Even as a child. 
Fuller had possessed a strong interest in reading and 
literature. and his grandfather's library had provided 
a ready supply of challenges. Though his earliest 
works are now best forgotten. Fuller was a prolific and 
accomplished local poet. When his mother died in 
1854. a grief-stricken son expressed his sorrow in a 
poetic tribute: 

I may not fl ee 1"t; 1'17 the cr01l'ded street 
Or in soli tude but all fo rgot 
T1's eller' there. a 1'1'sdant U17 meet 
Dee7) in my hea?·t th e 1l'01 '/1? th at d1'eth IlOt. 

Th ere is no cons.olaUon in th e thought 
Thatfrom her h ps no cMding words we1'e spoken 
Th~t. her great soul on earth for 110thJng sought 
Tmlm g jor me unW its chords weTe broken. 

• e 

Too late th e k110u ledge of that deep devotion 
Too late belief of what I should have don e 
Chm'ned fa 1I1y fate to suff e1' th e con'osion 
OJ my 11 '01 ' /1 /wart unt'ill1je's sands are 1"'U11 . 

Wh y should I weep? Why 1'aise th e 7.·oice of wa1'I1'ng? 
Why name th.e pa'llgs that keep me on fh e 1'ock 
01" }J1'ayers 01' tem's ahke we1'e ~mava1'lillg 
Sh e has gon e home. I cannot ca ll he?' back, 

A lid I alone 1IHIst Ii ander lzeTe jorsaken 
In crowded stnets 01' 1'11. secluded spot 
F1"om that sad d1'eam, oh, neve?' more to waken 
01' cea"c;e to f eel th e worms that dietlz not. 

Not long after his mother's death, Fuller entered 
Harvard Law School . where he attended lectures for 
six months. He was admitted to the Bar of Maine in 
1855, and returned to Augusta where he took a posi­
tion editing a local newspaper. A year later, dejected 
over a broken engagement to a young lady. Fuller left 
Augusta to seek his fortune in the West. 

Fuller moved to Chicago. and joined the law firm of 
Pearson & Dow. Through a peculiar setof circumstan­
ces. Fuller became Dow's partner the following year. 
Pearson . it seems. had been living for some time in a 
boarding house operated by Miss Emily Chapman, 
who sued him for failing to pay his bills. Fuller repre­
sented Miss Chapman. and won a judgment in her 
behalf despite Pearson's defense that he had been liv­
ing with the claimant with her consent. and for her 
"accommodation, edification. entertainment and bene­
fit." Deeply in debt. Pearson left the firm. and moved 
to Springfield, Illinois. where he was later fatally shot 
by a policeman during a street brawl. 

Between 1857 and 1864, Fuller devoted little of his 
time to his law practice. He became an active partici­
pant in local Democratic Party and Chicago politics. 
Although he was personally opposed to slavery. he 
rejected the position of the radical abolitionists which 
he viewed as dangerous and socially divisive. Fuller 
witnessed firsthand the civil strife which resulted 
from passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1857. 
serving as a staff correspondent for the New York 
Herald; unfortunately, none of his articles carried a 
by-line. and it is impossible to determine exactly 
which articles were written by Fuller. In 1858, Fuller 
joined the political entourage of Stephen Douglas, who 
was campaigning for the United States Senate against 
a relatively unknown Republican candidate named 
Abraham Lincoln. Following Douglas' victory. Fuller 
turned his attention once again to the practice of law. 
But his heart was not really in it; he was constantly in 
debt, and the partnership with Dow was dissolved in 
1860. Fuller's predilection for politics had left him 
little time or energy to establish himself as a lawyer. 
Ho\vever, he did pause briefly from his political activi­
ties in June, 1858, to marry Calista Ophelia Reynolds. 
In the next few years he became the father of two 
daughters, and was faced with growing responsibili­
ties, In 1862. Fuller formed a new partnership with 
Charles H, Ham. Things were extremely difficult at 
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Chief Justice Fuller around the turn of the century, 

first. The Civil War disrupted business. and Fuller 
went further into debt. In 1864. his wife died of tuber­
culosis. leaving him the awesome responsibility of 
raising his two young daughters by himself. Respond­
ing to this crisis, Fuller threw himself into his work. 
devoting his considerable energies for the first timeto 
establishing himself as a practitioner. He quickly 
built 'a reputation for himself, and gained a new level 
of prominence and financial security. 

In 1866, Fuller married Mary Ellen Coolbaugh, the 
daughter of one of Chicago's most prominent bankers. 
The marriage was an extremely good one. Between 
1867 and 1874 the couple had eight children, seven of 
whom survived childhood. Fuller's practice flourished. 
due both to his new familial connection. and to his own 
skill in meeting the legal needs of Chicago's leading 
businessmen. Throughout the 1870's, Fuller's promi­
nence as one of Illinois' leading attorneys continued to 
grow. In 1872, he was admitted to the Bar of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. and subsequently 
argued cases before the Chase and Waite courts. Dur­
i ng the latter part of the decade, Fu ller gai ned a repu­
tation for his literary as well as his legal accomplish­
ments. Joining the Chicago Literary Club in 1877, 
Fuller met many of the notable intellectual leaders of 
his day. Considered by his peers a delightful and 

continu ed on page six 



Fuller (cont inu ed) 

art iculate speaker, Fuller was frequently asked to 
address this distinguished group of local literati. 

In 1884, Fuller's close friend , Grover Cleveland, was 
elected President. Cleveland increasingly depended 
upon Fuller's advice, especially concerning various 
appointments. Though a frequent guest at the White 
House , Fuller never used his personal relationship 
with Cleveland to seek favors for himself. Despite the 
P r esident's efforts to press him into public service, 
Fuller declined an appointment as Chairman of the 
Civ il Serv ice Commission, and later as Solicitor Gen­
er al, pleading that the demands of his family and 
practice precluded his accepting a position in the 
government. Cleveland finally prevailed upon his 
fr iend in 1888 to accept a position which even Fuller 
could not refu se - Chief Justice of the United States . 

Short ly after moving his family to Washington, 
F uller purchased a large brick mansion on Massachu­
setts Avenu e near Dupont Circle. A commodious and 
friendly home for his large family, the house fre­
quent ly served as the site of the Justices' conferences 
being far more comfortable than the Court's inade~ 
quate accommodations in the Capitol. Though Fuller 
made fri ends easily by virtu e of his gracious manner 
and subtle wit, he found himself increasingly unable to 
contend with the demands of Washington society. As a 
resul t of t he Court's growing caseload and his consid­
erable administrative r esponsibilities, Fuller with­
drew from an active participation in the social life of 
the capital, refl ecting a t r end toward self imposed se­
clusion and preoccupation with the work of the Court 
that has characterized the lives of Supreme Court jus­
t ices ever since . 

Throughout hi s tenure on the Court, Chief Justice 
Fuller served w ith subtle diplomacy and quiet dig­
nity. Though an able lawyer of diverse experience, he 
did not seek pe rsonal fam e, ass igning opinions in the 
most prom inent and important cases to his brethren. 
Fu ller was an unusually g ifted conciliator , respected 
by his fellow Justices for his capable leadership and 
administ rat ive acumen. Justice Samuel Freeman 
Miller - who served w it h Ta ney, Chase and Waite 
before F ull er - a nd J usti ce Oliver Wendell Holmes 
- who sat with White, Taft a nd Hughes after Fuller 
- both agreed that as a pres iding officer, Fuller was 
the most successfu l Chief Justice they had known. 

As the years went by, t he str a in of Fuller's demand­
ing schedu le began to take its to ll. Fuller never fully 
recover ed fro m the shock of los ing hi s wife in 1904; 
after his wife's death , h is health was uneven, and hi s 
energy sapped. H is phys ical condi t ion deteriorated 
considerably in 1909, a nd it became obv ious to Full er 
and the other members of t he Court t hat he was begin­
ni ng to fa il not iceably under t he strain of the Cour t's 
demand ing pace. H aving ser ved a lmost twenty- two 
years - t he t hi rd lo ngest ten ure of a Chief Justi ce ­
Melvill e Fu ller d ied on Ju ly 4, 1910. Not ing that 
F uller had ou t lived most of hi s contemporari es. Jus-
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tice Holmes accurately assessed the nation's response 
to Fuller's death: "I think the public will not realize 
what a great man it has lost." 

Sixth Annual Meeting (cant ill li ed) 

current fi scal year. This, said Holton , in concert with 
the nearly completed implementation of a s ing le 
annual billin g cyc le for the Soci ety's membershi p is 
expected to substantially increase membership rev­
enu es in Fiscal Year 1982. Pres id ent Holton cited this. 
and s imilar improvements in other areas, as providing 
a firm er economic foundation on which the Society 
could base its plans for the coming few years. A Pro­
gram Advisory Committee , he noted, was appointed to 
set short and long-term goals and would soon be pro­
viding the Board of Trustees with its report. Advance 
planning is a lready und erway to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the United States Constitution. 
President Holton also mentioned that the Society's 
Board of Trustees was giving sel:ious cons ideration to 
the acquis ition of a modest permanent headquarters 
for the Soci ety, though he indicated this project would 
require a great deal more planning and some major 
fund-rai sing efforts. 

The Chief Justice of the United States, Warren E . 
Burger, presented a memorial eulogy to Elizabeth til 
Hughes Gossett in commemoration of her many con­
tributions to the Society. 

Elizabeth Black, Secretary of the Society, and 
Chairman of the Nominating Committee, presented 
names for consideration by the members of the Society, 
and those in attendance elected the follo\ving trustees 
to new three year terms: Elizabeth Black, Vincent 
Burke. Charles T . Duncan , Lita Annenberg Hazen. 
Linwood Holton, Earl W. Kintner, Sol Linowitz. 
William P. Rogers, and William Swindler. 

The meeting was adjourned and was followed by the 
Sixth Annual Reception and Dinner. The reception 
was held in the East and West Conference Rooms of 
the. Supreme Court bu ilding. Music was provided by a 
stnng ensemble of the United States Marine Band 
whi ch set the tone for a pleasant hour of conversation 
and ming ling. Dinner followed in the Great Hall. 
~h.ich was set with round tables, with plants and flags 
llllll1g the marbl e wall s. Following dinner. Ralph E . 
Becker, the Annual Event Chairman made a few 
bri ef welcoming r emarks, and introd~ced the "Sea 
Chanters" of the United States Navy Band. Under the 
direc tion of Chief Musician J ames L. Turks, the Sea 
Chanters performed a program which included sev-
er a l traditional songs of the sea. A t the conclusion of AI 
the perform ance. M r. Becker closed the day's events ., 
by th anking those who had participated in making the 
evenin g such an enjoyab le one, and wished everyone a 
pl easant evening. 

Residences of the Court: Past and Present 
Part III: The Past Fifty Years 

On October 13, 1932, three years before the Court 
would actually hold its first session in the first struc­
ture specifically designed and constructed for its use, 
Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes pl'esided over the 
lay ing of the cornerstone of the Court's present build­
ing. In hi s remarks, the Chief Justice attributed the 
building of the new courthouse to the "intelligent per­
sistence" of his predecessor, Chief Justice William H. 
Taft, and proclaimed to those assembled for the 
ceremony, and to the nation as a whole, that "the 
Republic endures, and this is the symbol of its faith." 

The construction of the new Supreme Court build­
ing represented the culmination of a campaign to 
acquire suitable permanent quarters for the Court 
that went back at least to the 1850's. Robert Mills , 
Architect of the Capitol at the time, urged the Con­
gress to provide the Court with improved quarters: 

"The deaths of some of our most talented jurists 
have been attributed to the location of the Court­
room: and it would be but common justice in Con­
gress to provide better accommodations for its 
s ittings .... " 

In 1860, the Court moved from the dark and damp 
ground floor chamber it had occupied in the Capitol 
s ince 1810 to the old Senate chamber directly above it 
on the first floor . Although the refurbished Senate 
chamber provided the Court with the most suitable 
environment it had ever enjoyed, the twelve rooms 
allocated by the Congress for the Court's offices, 
library, and storage fil es remained inadequate. By the 
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turn of the century, the expanding workload of the 
Court had rendered the storage problem critical. Even 
though the justices maintained their offices in their 
homes, the space provided the Court in the Capitol was 
hope~essly crowded by the end of Chief Justice Fuller's 
tenure in 1910. The small rooms were arranged incon­
veniently throughout the old Senate wing, making 
efficient administration impossible. Receiving little 
congressional attention, the Court struggled to make 
do with what it had as best as it could. 

This was the situation which confronted William 
Howard Taft when he succeeded Chief Justice White 
in the summer of 1921. As President, Taft had champi­
oned efficient and effective public administration, and 
had introduced several specific ideas for administra­
tive reform of the federal judiciary. In 1923, Taft was 
provided with an opportunity to make the Congress 
aware of his dissatisfaction over the inadequacy of the 
Court's physical accommodations in the Capitol. When 
Senator Charles Curtis assigned the least desir­
able space in the entire building to the judiciary, 
ostensibly because the Court was thought unlikely to 
put up a fight, the Chief Justice determined to make an 
issue of the Court's clearly inadequate quarters. Ini­
tially. Taft considered a campaign directed at pressur­
ing Congress to assign the Court additional space; 
characteristic of his administrative genius, however, 
he soon recognized that rather than spending his 
energy fighting the Congress for prec ious space in its 
own building, he would do better to fight for an 
entirely separate new courthouse. But the Court's 
"poor-relation" status and the lack of fun ds budgetec 
for the Court combined to thwart Taft's initial push for 
a new building. 

Senate passage of a bill authorizing $50 million for 
new public buildings in 1925 provided Taft with the 
politi cal opportunity he had been waiting for. Despite 
opposition from many. including some of his fellow 
justices who feared publi c criticism of such a bold plan 
and who questioned the proposed move as a seriom: 
breach of tradition , Taft pressed hard his campaign 
for a new Supreme Court building. He attributed 
opposition to the fact that some of his peers were more 
influenced by considerations of the past than of the 
future. 

Taft's overtures to Senator Reed Smoot ofthe Senate 
Committee on Public Lands and Surveys to in clude in 
the Senate's appropriations bill a specific provis ion for 
purchase of suitable land and suffici ent fund s to con­
struct a new courthouse fail ed to produ ce the des ired 
legislation. Fortunately for Taft, the Senate bill con­
flicted with the House bill and was sent to a joint 
conference. The final Conference Report attested to 
the success ofTaft's considerable lobbying effor ts - it 
authori zed the Secreta ry of the Treasury "to acqu ire a 
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site for a building for the use of the Supreme Court of 
the United States." While t he fact that the Congress 
was very v is ibly expanding its own phys ical accom­
modations through new construction during this 
period certainly helped make Taft's insistence upon 
t he need for a new courthouse more politically palpa­
ble, there is no question that it was Taft's personal 
commitment and efforts that resulted in leg islative 
action favorable to the Court. 

Chief Justice Taft remained intensely concerned 
about every detail ofthe building project. His years of 
publi c service had taught him the importance of close 
superv ision of adm inistrative details. H e used hi s con­
si.derable influence to assure a location befitting the 
hIghest court in the land. H e understood more clearly 
t~an most that the location of t he Court had unusually 
rIch symbolic meaning: the completion of L'Enfant's 
scheme for the cap ital city, and the physical fulfill­
ment of the Const itution's provision for three coequal 
departments of the national government. Conse­
quently, the location of the Supreme Court buildin g 
cou.ld not be left to routine political chicanery. Havi ng 
waIted nearly 150 years for a building of its own, the 
Court wou ld on ly accept the best. 

Having seen to it t hat the new building would 
remain on Capitol H ill , on a prime piece ofland lay ing 
due east of the Senate Wing once occupied by a build­
ing in w hich the Court had held sess ions, Taft insisted 
that the Court, and not t he Congress, have primary 
control over the project. At a Saturday conference in 
1928, the Justices aut horized the Chief J ust ice to 
inform the Congress that t he Court had endorsed a 
proposed bi ll drafted by Taft and Justice Van 
Devanter concerning construction of the new cou rt­
house. Follow ing congress ional hear ings , the Co n­
gress enacted a revised vers ion of the Court's bill 
w hich was entire ly acceptable to t he Chief Justice and 
the Court. Pursuant to the leg islation , a comm iss ion 
was created, and both Taft and Van Devanter wer e 
named as members. The se lect ion of t he Chi ef Ju stice 
as th€ Commission's chairman further ensured the 
Court's control over the project. 

On April 10, 1929. the Com mission retained t he 
se rvices of the distinguished A mer ican architect, Cass 
Gi lbert. Trained in the best traditions of the beaux 
arts. and previously assoc iated w ith t he well-known 
firm of McKim, Mead and White, Gilbert had received 
widespread acclaim for his Minnesota State Cap itol 
Building, the Woolworth Building, and the Federal 
Com merce Bui ldin g. A former pres ident ofthe Amer­
ican Institute of Architects. he served as a charter 
member of the Washington, D.C. Comm iss ion of Fi ne 
A rts, and was persona lly we ll known and res pected by 
Taft. 

In Ma.\'. 1929. the arch itect presented hi s prelim i­
nary sketc hes and p lans to the Commiss ion . In the 
Comm issio n's report to Congress. it stated that "it has 

been the purpose to prepare a buildin g of simple d ig­
nity a nd without undue elaborat ion .... The sum of 
$9.740,000 is her eby recomm ended to be appropri ­
ated." I n December of the same year. Congress adopted 
the Com miss ion's report a nd reco mmendation, a nd 
authori zed the Commiss ion to proceed with constru c­
tion. 

Gilbert clearly considered the Court to be t he most 
sig nifi cant commiss ion of his entire car eer. I n an entry 
in hi s diary dated December 12, 1929, he wrote the 
followin g: 

"This ope ns a new chapter in my caree r and at 70 
years of age, I am n O'N to und erta ke to carry 
t hrou g h the most important and notab le work of 
my life. I have built other buildings that are 
larger a nd more cost ly, some that were no doubt 
mor e difficult. but none in which qu ite the same 
monumental qu a liti es are r equired." 

For Gilbert. the co mmiss ion to design a new court­
house for t he Supreme Court of the U nited States was 
perce ived a an opportunity to create a monument to 
the idea ls of the Republic - to liberty . and eq ua l jus­
tice for a ll unde r the law. With perfection as hi s goa l. 
he des igned a stru cture insp ired by classical form s 
rich in hi story and sy mboli c s ig nifi cance. Constructed 
by skill ed crafts men working with the fin est mate­
rials. the building was conce ived from the beginning 

Chie f Justice Taft . <· ••• a man of inte llige nt pe rs istence." 

. -

Friezes on the east (top~ and west(bott~m) ~vall s of the COUl:t cha mbel' symbolizing the majesty of law and powel' of gove l'l1me nt. and the 
power s of good and evil sepal'ated by Jushce. !I'uth and WIsdom. 

as more than a m er e office or workplace - it would be 
a g reat national monument to the country's founding 
principles, and to the belief that the only sover e ig n of a 
free people is the law. 

_ Sixteen columns of white Alabama marble support 
the impos ing "vest portico of the building, which shel­
ters the principal entrance of the Court and its great 
bronze doors. Weig hing 6 )6 tons each, the doors s lide 
into walll'ecesses when open. When closed , they r eveal 
eight panels created by sculptor John Donnelly, Jr. 
depicting histor ic scenes concerning the development 
of the law from classical antiquity through the found­
ing of the American r epublic. Beyond the g r eat doors 
is the Gr eat Hall, r eminiscent of Greek temples and 
Gothic cathedrals, and unquestionably one ofthe most 
impos ing public spaces in the nation. Double rows of 

• 
Deta il of the fl'ieze on the south wall of the Court chambel·. 

9 

marble columns rise to suppor t the coffe r ed and richly 
detailed ce iling. Beneath the ceiling. t he freize is 
ornamented w ith medallion profiles of g r eat lawgiv­
ers, and beneath the freize, busts of former Chief J us­
ti ces stand in s il ent v ig il. At the east end of the Great 
Hall , two impress ive oak doors open into the building's 
central room , the Supreme Court cha mber. Measur­
ing 82 x 91 feet, the courtroom is dominated by the 
raised m ahogany bench and the nine cha irs behind it. 
Twenty-four columns of ri chly veined Lig ht Sienna 
Old Convent marble fr om Ita ly support the 44 foot 
high ce iling, a bove t he wall s of ivory buff Spanish 
m arble are Adolph A. Weinman's impressive carved 
panels. On the north and south panels are depicted 
g reat Christian and pre-Christian lawgivers; on the 
east and west panels are a llegor ical scenes sy mboli z­
ing the majesty of law and power of go ernment. and 
the powers of good a nd ev il separated by justice, truth 
and w isdom. 

In addition to the Great Hall and the Court chamber. 
the main floor of the building provides space for t he 
individual justices' chambers - or offices - and sev­
eral reception and conference rooms. Located on 
either side of the Court chamber are two elliptical or 
spiral staircases which wind their way from the 
Court's basement to its top floor. The Court's third 
floor is occupied by a 200,000 volume law library. 
P a neled in American oak, the library's walls contrast 
with the marble of the lower floors. The main r eadi ng 
room is enriched w ith carved figures and pilasters 
des ig ned and executed by Matthew Brothers, Carvers. 
Additional office and storage space is provided on t he 
ground and second floors, and the garage, print shop, 
and carpentry shop a r e located on the basement level. 
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Working with sculptor Robert Aiken, Gilbert pro­
vided for appropriately symbolic carvings for the 
exterior of the building, equal in dignity and impor­
tance to the richly deta iled and meticulously executed 
work of the interior. Perhaps the single most cele­
brated detail of the entire building is the sculptured 
allegory filling the pediment over the west portico. 
Carved over the insc ription "Equal Justice Under 
Law", the composition depicts "Liberty enthroned" 
looking confidently into the future , flanked on the 
right by "Order", always vigilant against any attack 
on liberty, and on the left, by "Authority", in watchful 
restraint, yet ready to enforce the dictates of justice. 

In a regrettable slight of fate, neither Taft nor 
Gilbert lived to see the completion of their creation. 
The Chief Justice died in 1930, with construction on 
the new building barely started. Gilbert died four 
years later , with completion of the project still four­
teen months away. To their successors, Chief Justice 
Hughes and architects Cass Gilbert, Jr. and John R 
Rockart, went the responsibility for completing the 
project, and presiding over the opening ofthe Court in 
1935. To a remarkable degree, the completed struc­
ture achieved the Commission's goal of "simple dig­
nity", and stands as a testament to the remarkable 
vision and accomplishments of its principal patron 
Chief Justice Taft, and its inspired architect, Cass 
Gilbert 

Gass Gilbe,·t (thil'd from left) died befo"e the p"oject was com­
pleted, and was succeeded as project architect by his son, Cass 
Gilbert, Jr. (far right). 

For the Careful Reader 
The Winter issue ofthe Q/la r/ (J I'/!J incorrectly identi­

fied William Wetmore Story, the sculptor of the Mar­
shall statue shown on page one, as a nephew of Justice 
Joseph Story. In fact, he was Justice Story's son. 

Annual Lecture (cont-i'l11l ed) 

legislature. " 
Professor Haskins' thesis presents the view that 

Marshall's success did not result primarily from ~ 
shrewd politics, or a policy of accommodation, but 
rather from Marshall's commitment to establishing 
the Court as a court of law, and hi s conscious effort to 
work for the separation of law from politics in the 
Court's deliberations and opinions. Through a careful 
di scussion of several cases, Haskins developed his 
theory by demonstrating how the Court's action as­
serted the supremacy of law and sought to remove law 
actions in the courts from the vagaries of political 
action. In attempting to describe in rather complete 
detail the circumstances surrounding the Court's 
action in Marbur!l /'. Madiso'll, and Marshall's hand­
lingof Aaron Burr's trial , Professor Haskins drew into 
sharp contrast the confl icting approaches of Chief J us-
tice Marshall and President Thomas Jefferson in the 
use of their respective offices. He also discussed Asso-
ciate Justice William Johnson's decision in the case of 
G7'lchn'st 1'. CollectoT.'~ of Cha rlesiol1 (1808), emphasiz-
ing that even this staunchly Republican and anti­
Federalist Jeffersonian appointee shared Marshall's 
conviction that neither the President nor his ministers 
had any inherent power to "sport away the vested 
rights of others." 

The battleline in Professor Haskins' view, was notso 
much drawn along partisan lines as it was upon 
whether or not the federa l judiciary was to be treated e 
as an independent and coequal branch of the govern­
ment, or as an adjunct to the power of the party in 
majority in the Congress and to the President in the 
White House. Without seekingto minimize the impor­
tance of Marshall's own strongly held political vievvs, 
Haskins convincingly supported his central argument 
through a discussion of several less well-known cases, 
and by citing the willingness of Justices Johnson and 
Story to support Marshall's understanding of the sep­
aration of powers and the supremacy of law. The true 
dimensions of the struggle between Jefferson and 
Marshall, said Haskins, may not have been readily 
perceived by Americans rooted in a colonial experience 
where judges often exercised considerable non-judicial 
authority. Yet. his conclusion is that over time, the 
painstaking efforts of Marshall and his able colleagues 
served to educate the American people to a new under­
standing of the separation of law and politics. and of 
the Court's unique role as the special guardian of the 
Constitution . "Thus," said Haskins. "the doctrineofthe 
supremacy oflaw. historically at least as old as Magna 
Carta. and effectively used to check the ursurpation of 
Stuart kings. was in this country turned into an 
instrument to control the actions of popularly chosen 
officials and legislators." 

From the enthusiastic reaction of those who heard -
Professor Haskins' lecture. it appears that his thesis 
and defense won the support of those in attendance. 
and that the doctrines of the separation of powers and 
the supremacy of law remain popular ones. 


