
Society Trustee Frank B. Gilbert and his wife Ann Gil-
bert recently donated several signifi cant items related to the 
legal career of Justice Louis D. Brandeis. Mr. Gilbert is the 
grandson of Justice Brandeis, and these items have been in 
the family for nearly 100 years. This generous gift included 
three items directly related to his practice of law prior to be-
ing appointed to the Supreme Court. 

The fi rst item is Brandeis’ personal printed copy of the 
brief he submitted in the major case Muller v. Oregon. The 
cover of the paper document reads: “Curt Muller, Plaintiff  
in Error v. State of Oregon. Supreme Court of the United 
States, October Term 1907.” Brandeis was a young lawyer 
at the time he argued this case which concerned the ability of 
the State to impose limitations on the hours worked by wom-
en. The case proved to be a watershed moment in Brandeis’ 
career, greatly enhancing his reputation, and is one of the 
cases most closely associated with Brandeis as a lawyer.

The second item is Brandeis’ personal copy of the Re-

vised Rules of the Supreme Court of the United States Ad-
opted June 8, 1925 and bears his signature. 

The third item is Brandeis’ copy of Rules of the Supreme 
Court of the United States Adopted January 7, 1884, and the 
Rules of Practice for the Circuit and District Courts of the 
United States in Equity and Admiralty Cases, and Orders in 
Reference to Appeals from Court of Claims. The booklet was 
printed by the Government Printing Offi  ce, Washington,D.C. 
in 1901. The publication also bears Brandeis’ signature.

The Offi  ce of the Curator prepared an exhibit case which 
featured these pamphlets, along with a photograph of Justice 
Brandeis and information about the materials. The case was 
displayed on the Ground Floor of the Court for visitors to 
enjoy prior to the Brandeis Lecture on October 19, 2016. 
These three important items donated by the Gilberts are now 
a part of the Society’s permanent collection and will be ex-
hibited on occasion by the Curator for the enrichment of the 
thousands of visitors to the Court Building.


